
                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

NWTC and MMC sign two-year contract to provide shipbuilding skills and talent 

 

(Marinette, Wis.) – Dec 19, 2011 Hundreds of current and future shipbuilders will be trained in 

Marinette pursuant to a contract signed today by Northeast Wisconsin Technical College 

(NWTC) and Marinette Marine Corporation (MMC). 

  

“At Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, we are committed to meeting the marine 

manufacturing industry’s need for skilled shipbuilding workers,” said Dr. H. Jeffrey Rafn, 

NWTC president. “We are truly pleased to build on our partnership with Marinette Marine and 

provide additional training opportunities for its workforce.” 

 

Through the two-year agreement, NWTC will provide 130,000 hours of training to MMC new 

hires and incumbent workers. Focusing on electricians, shipfitters, welders, and pipefitters, the 

training will be provided at the NWTC Marinette campus, MMC facilities, and at the new 

NWTC North Coast Marine Manufacturing Center which is scheduled to open February 1, 2012, 

on Main Street in Marinette. The College has hired a training center coordinator and several 

more instructors to work with area marine and general manufacturing employers to address 

incumbent workforce training needs. 

 

Today’s signing marks another major step forward in training the workforce for the growing 

shipbuilding industry in the Wisconsin/Michigan region. Last fall, changing workforce 

demographics and skilled worker shortages in nearly all areas of the industry prompted the 

region’s major marine manufacturers to join together with NWTC and two other higher 

educational institutions to form an industry sector partnership, the North Coast Marine 

Manufacturing Alliance (NCMMA).  

http://www.marinettemarine.com/
http://www.nwtc.edu/atnwtc/news/Pages/MarineManufacturingTrainingCenter.aspx
http://northcoastmma.org/
http://northcoastmma.org/
http://northcoastmma.org/


“MMC has a high demand for skilled workers, and we are fortunate to have the opportunity of 

teaming with NWTC and NCMMA to meet these needs,” said Chuck Goddard, MMC President 

and CEO. 

 

Working with NCMMA’s shipbuilding companies, which collectively employ more than 6,000 

people locally, NWTC created marine manufacturing training options beyond incumbent worker 

training. Designed to create a pipeline of skilled workers, the NWTC Marine Construction 

technical diploma and Marine Engineering Technology associate degree programs started this 

summer and fall at the Green Bay and Marinette campuses. Nine students are graduating from 

the Marine Construction program this month.  

 

For more information about starting and enhancing shipbuilding careers, go to 

www.nwtc.edu/marine.  

 

About Marinette Marine Corporation 

MMC was established in 1942 and since that time has designed and built over 1500 vessels for a 

wide range of government and commercial customers, including 1300 vessels for the U.S. Navy 

and 56 for the USCG. Other current MMC programs include the construction of the U.S. Navy 

Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), a high-speed, leading-edge-technology ship; the University of 

Alaska, Fairbanks—Alaska Regional Research Vessel (ARRV); and the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)- Fisheries Survey Vessel 6. 

 

MMC is owned by Fincantieri Marine Group LLC, a subsidiary of Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali 

Italiani S.p.A.  

 

About Fincantieri 

Fincantieri  is one of the world’s most prominent and diversified shipbuilding groups. A world 

leader in the construction of cruise ships, reference operator in the large ferry sector, the 

company also boasts a considerable order book in the military sector. To encourage the group’s 

growth, Fincantieri has developed a series of initiatives in fields close to its core business: ship 

repairs and conversion, marine systems and components, and mega-yachts. Headquartered in 

Trieste, the company employs about 10,000 people and has eight shipyards in Italy. In the United 

States, it operates through its subsidiary Fincantieri Marine Group LLC, which builds ships for 

commercial and government customers, including the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard, at three 

facilities in the Great Lakes region: Marinette Marine Corporation, Bay Shipbuilding, and ACE 

Marine). 

 

Media contact:  Bethany Skorik  (715) 735-9341, ext. 6282; Bethany.skorik@us.fincantieri.com 

http://www.nwtc.edu/academics/degrees/arch_const/construction/Pages/MarineConstruction.aspx
http://www.nwtc.edu/academics/degrees/engineering-manufacturing/engineering/Pages/MarineEngineeringTechnology.aspx
http://www.nwtc.edu/marine
mailto:Bethany.skorik@us.fincantieri.com

